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STAIRWAYS 

2010 CALIFORNIA BUILDING 

CODE SECTION 1009 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SECTION 1009.1 

MINIMUM STAIRWAY WIDTH: MINIMUM WIDTH SHALL NOT BE LESS 

THAN 44 IN.  

EXCEPTION:  36 IN. FOR STAIRWAYS SERVING AN OCCUPANT LOAD OF 

LESS THAN 50. 

 

SECTION 1009.4 

MINIMUM RISER HEIGHT: 

STAIR RISER HEIGHTS SHALL BE 7 IN. MAX, 4 IN. 

MIN. 

MINIMUM TREAD DEPTHS: 

TREAD DEPTHS SHALL BE 11 IN. MIN. 

Exception: R3, DWELLING UNITS IN R2 AND U 

ACCESSORY TO R3 OCCUPANCY 

RISER HEIGHT: 7 ¾” MAX; TREAD DEPTH: 10” MIN 

W/ ¾” – 1 ½” NOSING. 
 

 

SECTION 1009.2 

STAIRWAYS SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM 

HEADROOM CLEARANCE OF 80” 

MEASURED VERTICALLY FROM LINE 

CONNECTING EDGE OF THE NOSINGS. 

SECTION 1009.4.4 

STAIRS TREADS AND RISERS SHALL BE 

OF UNIFORM SIZE AND SHAPE. THE 

TOLERANCE BETWEEN THE LARGEST 

AND SMALLEST RISER/TREAD DEPTH 

SHALL NOT EXCEED 3/8” IN ANY 

FLIGHT OF STAIRS. 


